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Much of my current work explores ideas of nature, myth and fairy tale across the contexts of cellular structures, fabric design, literature, and landscape imagery. My mother’s storytelling and quilt-making resonated with me growing up and have since influenced my use of fabric patterns and text. For example, the installations “Cloud Wall” and “Hexagon Wall” draw primarily from Japanese fabric designs. I use small elements from fabric design but rework and enlarge them, playing with the viewer’s sense of space and scale in regards to natural formations. The repeating element of birds and tessellating or mirrored shapes alludes to connectivity and twinning throughout the installation.

Mirrored spaces, dreams and alternate realities shift through Nightfall’s two room installations. I began with an idea of juxtaposing two environments: a forest exterior and a bedroom interior. Both spaces have a dreamlike quality to them laden with imagery from fairy tales and myths (or “Hell Descent” stories as Carl Jung described them). And such spaces are often the setting of stories that deal with the shifting realities experienced by characters such as Persephone, Orpheus, Alice in Wonderland and even King Lear and Cordelia during their exile to the wilderness and his descent into madness. The nocturnal landscape is constructed of laser-cut industrial felt, cardboard and Astroturf hummocks, and antique lanterns. A sound component of a woman’s repeated and whispered question, accompanied by a low rumbling reverberation, transitions across the gallery space to the small bedroom which has been curiously turned upside down. In the corner is a hole in the wall leading…somewhere. The dreaminess and tension of both rooms bespeak the primeval quality of nature that inspired folklore and fairy tales: nature’s dark and beautiful qualities.
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