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About five years ago I became fascinated with the story of a 19th-century cult leader named William Miller who predicted the end of the world in 1844. His magnetism attracted followers around the world including a large population in Cincinnati, Ohio, who gathered in October of that year at the top of Brighton Hill only to be disappointed by the absence of any apocalypse. 
My research led me to discover earlier spiritualists whose practices included projecting images of the deceased onto columns of smoke by using magic lanterns. These images were called “phantasmagoria,” and reminded me of the ability of all images, especially those produced in the age of digital communication, to imply reality even though their creation always involves some degree of fabrication. I set out to conjure my own spirits using the simple tools available to me—light, film and with any luck, a visit from the unseen.

