
2013 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY



Architecture is the learned game, correct and 
magnificent, of forms assembled in the light.

LeCorbusier
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THE 19TH CENTURY FRENCH NOVELIST, GEORGE SAND, ONCE WROTE: “The artist 

vocation is to send light into the human heart.” A fully-realized example of this senti-

ment was the collaborative arts event in August 2013, “LumenoCity,” led by the Cincinnati 

Symphony Orchestra, which astoundingly and literally lit up Music Hall. This collaborative 

event showed the power of the arts and arts organizations to bring together thousands of 

diverse people in one place, and to enlighten our lives. 

This event also shed light on the enormous changes happening in Over-the-Rhine and 

Washington Park, and reminded us of the importance of preserving historic Music Hall. We 

are excited to be part of this eff ort, and are thankful for the accomplishments of the Music 

Hall Revitalization Company during the 2012–13 Season, including the negotiation of a 

long-term lease agreement with the City of Cincinnati and a partnership with the Cincin-

nati Center City Development Corporation (3CDC) to serve as the project’s manager.

Similar economic development occurred during the season in and around the Aronoff  

Center and the Backstage District, with the opening of numerous new establishments — 

most notably popular restaurants Boca and Sotto in the former Maisonette building, and 

the internationally-acclaimed 21c Museum Hotel and Metropole Restaurant. 

During this, our eighteenth year of combined operations of the Aronoff  Center and 

Music Hall, we were reminded of not only the progress being made around these two 

iconic buildings, but also of our important mission to maintain these beloved venues, 

which are home to hundreds of arts events, meetings, fundraisers, weddings, and other 

community gatherings each season.

We are proud and humbled by our work each day, and grateful to the many groups and 

individuals who make our mission a reality: talented artists, designers, and technicians; 

generous sponsors, donors and members; a dedicated board of trustees; a tireless and 

tenacious administrative staff ; friendly and helpful volunteers; and last, but not least, our 

loyal and appreciative audiences. 

We are pleased to present to you our 2013 Report to the Community. As you read 

through these pages, we hope you will be reminded of the light, the color, and the joy 

that our work has brought to so many Tri-state residents, visitors, students, and artists 

throughout the season. And perhaps you will fi nd a memory or two from these pages that 

are especially meaningful and enlightening to you.

We remain committed to our mission of managing the Aronoff  Center and Music Hall, 

and supporting the work of artists and arts organizations which “send light into human 

hearts” each year. Thank you for your continued support, and for allowing us to enhance 

the quality of life of Tri-state residents and visitors for the past eighteen years and for 

seasons to come.

See you at the theatre!

Stephen A. Loftin Dudley S. Taft
President and Executive Director Chairman, Board of Trustees

Cincinnati Arts Association Cincinnati Arts Association

DEAR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS
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With its 2012/13 Season, the Cincinnati Arts Association 

offered diverse audiences a variety of classic rock and pop, 

America’s romantic piano sensation, and an acclaimed legend 

of stage and screen. These intriguing additions to another 

vibrant Cincinnati arts season continued CAA’s long-standing 

mission of presenting an eclectic mix of alternative entertain-

ment choices to Cincinnati theater-goers.

2012/13 SEASON
All shows at the Aronoff Center—Procter & Gamble Hall

F R I DAY,  N OV E M B E R  1 6 ,  2 0 1 2  •  8 P M  

THE ULTIMATE DOO-WOP SHOW

This blast from the past included the feel-

good sounds of original Doo-Wop legends 

Jimmy Beaumont & The Skyliners, The 

Marcels, The 

Edsels, The Volumes, 

Stormy Weather, 

The Blue Suede 

Orchestra, and 

very special 

guests, The 

Motown 

Experience.

 

S U N DAY,  D EC E M B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 1 2  •  2 P M 

JIM BRICKMAN: 
ON A WINTER’S NIGHT 
With special guests Anne 
Cochran, Tracy Silverman, 
and Luke McMaster 

Grammy®-nominated Jim 

Brickman, America’s romantic 

piano sensation and the best-

selling solo pianist of our time, 

has become a staple during the 

holiday season for over a decade! 

SAT U R DAY,  F E B R UA RY  9,  2 0 1 3  •  8 P M   

ELVIS LIVES: “THE ULTIMATE ELVIS 
TRIBUTE ARTIST EVENT”

This unforgettable multi-media and live 

musical journey across Elvis’ life featured 

four Elvis tribute artists (one for each 

stage of his career), a live band, back-up 

singers and dancers, plus an Ann-Margret 

tribute artist.

W E D N E S DAY,  A P R I L  1 7,  2 0 1 3  •  8 P M

EXPERIENCE THE BEATLES
WITH RAIN

On its fi fth visit to the Aronoff  Center, RAIN, 

the popular internationally-acclaimed 

Beatles tribute band, mastered every song, 

gesture and nuance of the legendary four-

some, and delivered a totally live, note-for-

note performance that was as infectious as 

it was transporting. 

F R I DAY,  M AY  1 7,  2 0 1 3  •  8 P M

HAL HOLBROOK IN MARK 
TWAIN TONIGHT!

The legendary, Oscar®-

nominee Hal Holbrook 

returned in his acclaimed 

Tony® Award-winning one-

man show which celebrated 

the humor, satirical wit, and 

timeless observations of 

Mark Twain.

PRESENTING
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EDUCATION & COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Art is the color and textures 
of imagination. 

Meghan, Los Cerros Middle School, 1999

During the 2012–13 school year, the Cincin-

nati Arts Association worked diligently to 

keep arts education at the forefront of every 

child’s life and made the arts a special part 

of the day for more than 44,000 students. At 

a time when stressed school budgets have 

resulted in severe cuts to field trips and arts 

enrichment activities, CAA found ways to 

continue making the arts important and 

accessible to the children of the Tri-state. 

These eff orts resulted in a 40% increase in ticket subsidy 

assistance and a 29% increase in transportation assistance to 

local schools and their students. We are proud of these results 

and recognize the support of funders such as the Charles H. Dater 

Foundation, Frisch’s Restaurants, The Luther Charitable Trust, 

Toyota, Citi, Coldwell Banker West Shell, and Kroger. Their generous 

commitment made it possible for many local children to experi-

ence the arts (some for the fi rst time) and broaden their learning 

through meaningful live performances.

SCHOOLTIME

CAA continued its eff orts to utilize programming from local arts 

organizations and national touring companies as it presented 

twenty-nine performances of fi fteen diff erent programs. Included 

in its off erings were presentations of The Velveteen Rabbit and Junie 

B. Jones by Theaterworks USA, Macbeth by the Cincinnati Shake-

speare Company, and three diff erent programs from the Cincinnati 

Playhouse in the Park. CAA also presented unique solo perfor-

mances from such artists as Scott Ainslie, who, in his show Across 

the Color Line, gave a musical tour of the South and explained how 

European and African music cross-pollinated to create wonderful 

hybrids in today’s popular music.

SchoolTime experienced a 14% increase in attendance. This was 

particularly gratifying after two years of decline. 

ARTISTS ON TOUR

Artists on Tour brings local and regional artists directly to schools 

for in-class or whole school performances. The programs are 

designed to support academic curriculum so that the classroom 

teacher can integrate arts learning into the students’ classroom 

learning. Programs such as Rick Sowash’s Heroes of Ohio help 

students master Ohio history, while Stan Ginn’s Chicka Chicka Boom 

Boom exposes students to musical concepts, such as timbre, pitch, 

and volume, as well as science topics like density, wavelength, and 

building materials.

Artists on Tour experienced a slight increase in the 

number of students served (2.3%). The increase was a 

result of additional support by local sponsors and funders 

such as the Charles H. Dater Foundation, which has al-

lowed CAA to create an Artists on Tour subsidy program 

similar to our ticket subsidy eff orts. This program allowed 

underserved schools to receive free or reduced-fee events. 

This year nearly 15,000 students experienced arts-based 

learning through Artists on Tour.

THE OVERTURE AWARDS

The Overture Awards experienced another year of artistic excellence 

as 425 students from 86 schools competed for $27,000 in scholar-

ships. The competition continues to be one of the largest high 

school arts scholarship competitions in the country. 

The artistic quality continues to rise: The fi nal competitions 

in Creative Writing, Dance, Instrumental Music, Theater, Visual 

Art, and Vocal Music were exceptional. The Overture Awards has 

achieved such a strong reputation nationally that many of its win-

ners and fi nalists receive signifi cant fi nancial aid from the fi nest 

arts schools in the country, and achievement in the program is 

worthy of recognition on college applications. Students’ success in 

The Overture Awards also prepares them for critical auditions and 

portfolio reviews as they apply for college admission.

AFTER- SCHOOL & COMMUNITY-BASED 
PROGRAMMING

CAA continued its partnership with the School for Creative & 

Performing Arts (SCPA), off ering classes in both visual art and 

photography. The photography class culminated with an exhibition 

of the students’ work at the school.

Additional programming included a collaborative eff ort with 

Fifth Third Bank Broadway in Cincinnati to present a special work-

shop featuring puppetry and acting by cast members from War 

Horse. This program was presented in the Fifth Third Bank Theater 

and off ered area high school students an opportunity to attend 

the workshop and a performance of the show at a discounted rate. 

With a grant from the Luther Charitable Trust, CAA presented four 

programs at Redwood, a Northern Kentucky facility for children and 

adults with multiple and severe disabilities.
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The Weston Art Gallery’s eighteenth season attracted 

20,300 visitors and featured an array of local, regional, 

and national artistic talent in seven solo shows and one 

large group exhibition. An eclectic and festive mix of pro-

gramming supported these exhibitions, including opening 

night receptions, gallery talks, Families Create! education 

workshops, exhibition tours, and the Docentitos Academy. 

The success of Exhibitionism 3, the Gallery’s annual benefit, 

helped push fundraising to a new high of $181,250. A 

highlight and “finale” to the season were four exceptional 

vocal performances by the Cincinnati Opera’s Young Artist 

program, which took place in the street-level gallery amidst 

the backdrop of Peter Haberkorn’s Billy Budd installation. 

2012/13 EXHIBITION SEASON

S E PT E M B E R  2 8 – D EC E M B E R  9,  2 0 1 2

ANTHONY LUENSMAN: TAINT

Taint featured animated portraits viewed 

as projected images, architecturally situ-

ated installations, and photographs from 

Anthony Luensman’s (Cincinnati, OH) 

ongoing series that forefronts the body as 

landscape and intersection of human poli-

tics. Additionally, Taint was supported by a 

major grant from the National Endowment 

for the Arts and was a featured exhibition 

in the inaugural city-wide photography 

biennial FotoFocus. (Entire Gallery)

D EC E M B E R  14 ,  2 0 1 2– F E B R UA RY  1 7,  2 0 1 3 

STANDING IN TIME’S FLOW: 
CERAMIC SCULPTURE 
BY ROBERT PULLEY 

Robert Pulley’s (Columbus, IN) large-scale, 

totemic sculptures combined ambiguous 

references to the human fi gure, organic 

growth, and geological stratifi cation and 

fracturing. (Street-Level Exhibition Space)

KEVIN COLE: 
STRAIGHT FROM 
THE SOUL

Artist Kevin Cole (Atlanta, GA) established 

strong ties to Cincinnati through his long-

standing relationship with fellow painter 

and mentor, the late Tarrence Corbin, who 

taught at the University of Cincinnati for 

more than twenty years. In his fi rst major 

solo exhibition in Cincinnati, Straight from 

the Soul celebrated twenty-fi ve years of art 

making and Cole’s evolution as a painter 

— from surface illusionism to exuberant, 

three-dimensional abstraction revealing the 

artist’s creative union of message and form. 

(West Gallery)

PAMELA DECOKER: PAINT SOLO

Working with acrylic paint and color in its 

purest form, Pamela DeCoker (Oxford, OH) 

painstakingly created castings and impres-

sions that transform everyday objects into 

elegant composites of solid paint. 

(East Gallery)

WESTON ART GALLERY
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F E B R UA RY  1 9 – M A R C H  1 0 ,  2 0 1 3

CANSTRUCTION®

Canstruction® is an international design/

build competition of the architecture and 

engineering industry that unites the love 

of design, art, creative thinking, competi-

tion, and public service. Local teams race 

to build whimsical sculptures created 

entirely from canned and packaged food. 

Thirteen design, architecture, and college 

teams participated in this year’s event 

with eight featured at the Weston. After-

wards, all “building materials” were donated 

to the Freestore Foodbank. (Street-Level 

Exhibition Space and Otto M. Budig Lobby)

M A R C H  1 5 –J U N E  2 ,  2 0 1 3 

REDUX: SCULPTURE BY 
ROBERT FRY

Robert Fry (Covington, KY) created 

distinctive, quietly elegant sculptures that 

conveyed a subtle balance between con-

trasting forms. (Street-Level Exhibition Space)

SYMBIOTIC BALANCE: 
LIGHT PROJECTIONS BY 
KATHRYN KUNTZ

Through the use of theater lights and col-

ored gels, Kathryn Kuntz (Cleveland, OH) 

created shapes of projected colored light 

over simple geometric forms, furthering her 

investigations of color as a potent visual 

stimulant. Her contemplative projections of 

light slowed viewers as they moved through 

the space. (West Gallery)

AMERICAN PACEMAKER: 
FILM INSTALLATION BY 
RUSSELL JOHNSON

Through an aesthetic combination of 

multiple sources of image and sound, 

Russell Johnson’s (Cincinnati, OH) thought-

provoking fi lm installation addressed the 

changing landscape and industry of the 

Midwest impacted by recent economic 

trends and political policy. (East Gallery)

J U N E  14 –AU G U ST  3 1 ,  2 0 1 3

SEEING OPERA

A group exhibition curated by Stewart 

Goldman, Seeing Opera was inspired by the 

Cincinnati Opera’s 2013 summer season. 

Participating artists created original works 

related to the thematic force of individually 

selected operas. Works representing a wide 

range of artistic disciplines 

were presented in the 

Weston’s lower galleries 

by the following Cin-

cinnati-area artists: Jay 

Bolotin, Deborah Brod, 

Denise Burge, Stewart 

Goldman, Jill Rowinski, 

Rebecca Seeman, Joey 

Versoza, and Howard 

Wells. In addition, 

an installation cre-

ated in the Gallery’s 

street-level exhibi-

tion space 

by Peter 

Haberkorn 

served as 

a backdrop 

to musical 

performances by the 

Cincinnati Opera’s 

Young Artist Program. 

(Entire Gallery)
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2 0 1 2–1 3  S E AS O N

GHOST TOURS

Cincinnati Arts Association’s spine-tingling 

and popular Music Hall Ghost Tours com-

bined the history and paranormal activity 

of this beloved arts venue. 

2 0 1 2–1 3  S E AS O N

CINCINNATI
MUSIC THEATRE

Cincinnati Music Theatre, 

one of the region’s fi nest 

community theatres, 

celebrated its 50th 

Anniversary with produc-

tions of Company and Sunset Boulevard at 

the Aronoff  Center.

FA L L  2 0 1 2

ONE CITY, ONE SYMPHONY

The CSO embarked on a bold new initiative 

in the Fall of 2012 to bring people together 

through music. “One City, One Symphony” 

included neighborhood listening parties, 

amazing concerts, a community video, a 

limited live webcast, national and local 

radio broadcasts, local television broad-

casts, and free digital audio downloads.

N OV E M B E R  2 8 – D EC E M B E R  9

JERSEY BOYS

2006 Tony®-winning Best Musical and a 

highly-requested return for Fifth Third Bank 

Broadway in Cincinnati, Jersey Boys told 

the story of how Frankie Valli and The Four 

Seasons went from being unknown New 

Jersey kids to international pop superstars. 

Aronoff  Center.

D EC E M B E R  1 3

HAPPY HOLIDAYS WITH 
THE MIGHTY WURLITZER 

The Society for the Preservation of Music 

Hall’s annual Happy Holidays with the Mighty 

Wurlitzer at the Music Hall Ballroom featured 

2012 ‘Organist of the Year’, 24-year-old 

Mark Herman, and the School for Creative 

and Performing Arts Children’s Choir.

JA N UA RY  1 0 ,  2 0 1 3

YO GABBA GABBA! LIVE!

The national tour of 

kid’s favorite Yo Gabba 

Gabba Live! — Get the 

Sillies Out! opened at the 

Aronoff  Center to excited 

young fans (and their 

parents) after a week of 

technical rehearsals in 

the venue.

F E B R UA RY  14 –1 6

ROMEO & JULIET

Cincinnati Ballet’s production of the quint-

essential tragic love story, Romeo & Juliet, 

proved irresistible to audiences, selling 

out both Friday and Saturday evening 

performances at the Aronoff  Center and 

setting multiple ticket sales records. 

2012/13 SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

Opera in the Park
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M A R C H  9

FRANKIE VALLI

Oh, what a night! The original ‘Jersey Boys’, 

Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons, brought 

their classic hits to the Aronoff  Center 

three months after the popular Broadway 

musical played on the same stage.

M A R C H  2 6 –A P R I L  7

WAR HORSE

Fifth Third Bank Broadway 

in Cincinnati presented 

the powerfully-moving 

and imaginative drama, 

War Horse, which fol-

lowed the journey of Joey, 

a beloved horse sent to 

the front lines of WWI. At 

its heart were astonishing 

life-sized puppets that brought breathing, 

galloping, charging horses to life on the 

stage. Aronoff  Center. 

A P R I L  1 9

JOHNNY MATHIS

‘Chances are’ the audience at the Aronoff  

Center had a wonderful time walking 

down memory lane at this sold-out 

performance by the legendary recording 

artist, Johnny Mathis.

A P R I L  2 6 –2 7

FRAMPTON & CINCINNATI
BALLET LIVE!

The Cincinnati Ballet and Grammy®-

winning guitarist Peter Frampton performed 

live on stage together at the Aronoff  Center 

to huge critical acclaim. Frampton and 

his band performed never-before-heard 

compositions, for which the Ballet created 

brand-new choreography. 

M AY  1 0 –1 8

MAY FESTIVAL

The May Festival 

closed its magnifi -

cent 2013 Season in 

operatic grandeur, 

performing selec-

tions from Wagner 

and Verdi’s greatest 

masterpieces, with multiple standing 

ovations from the audience before the 

close of the concert. Music Hall.

J U N E  9

OPERA IN THE PARK

Cincinnati Opera’s 93rd Season marked 

the beginning of the Opera Campus and 

the use of other venues near Music Hall. To 

kick off  the season, the company presented 

the fi rst annual Opera in the Park concert, 

a free event in Washington Park featuring 

international opera stars from the main-

stage season.

J U N E  1 3

DANIEL 
TOSH

Comedy 

Central star 

Daniel Tosh 

brought his 

June Gloom 

Tour to the 

Aronoff  Center for two sold-out shows.

J U N E  14 –1 5

PILOBOLUS

Contemporary Dance 

Theater celebrated its 

40th Anniversary Season 

with sold-out perfor-

mances by acclaimed 

modern dance company, 

Pilobolus, at the Aronoff  Cen-

ter’s Jarson-Kaplan Theater.

J U LY  1 1 ,  14 ,  1 7,  1 9  &  2 1

PHILIP GLASS’S GALILEO GALILEI

Cincinnati Opera inaugurated its new 

second stage venue, the Corbett Theater 

at the School for Creative and Performing 

Arts, with a production of Philip Glass’s 

Galileo Galilei. The state-of-the-art theater 

hosted sell-out crowds at four of the 

opera’s fi ve performances.

J U LY

OPERA AT THE 
WESTON ART GALLERY

In conjunction with its exhibition Seeing 

Opera, the Weston Art Gallery presented 

a series of four lunchtime opera perfor-

mances in its street-level exhibition space 

by Cincinnati Opera’s Young Artist Program. 

AU G U ST  3 – 4

LUMENOCITY

The community came together in Washing-

ton Park to welcome CSO Music Director 

Louis Langrée to Cincinnati. 35,000 people 

attended “LumenoCity” over two nights, 

and saw spectacular images projected onto 

Music Hall’s façade, set to inspiring, live 

performances by Louis and the CSO.
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During the 2012–13 Season, the spotlight was 

once again focused on our many generous 

donors, sponsors, and members who provided 

us with invaluable support. Music Hall and 

Aronoff Center donors continued to invest 

in our many mission-based efforts, including 

visual arts exhibitions, educational programs, 

and diverse CAA Presents events. Contributed 

funds represent gifts from corporations, foun-

dations, and individuals who realize the impor-

tant role CAA plays in supporting a thriving 

arts community in Cincinnati and maintaining 

two of our region’s most beloved arts venues.

CAA’s three signature fundraising events 

enjoyed record-breaking success in 2012–13. 

Backstage Treasures… and More!, Dancing for 

the Stars, and Exhibitionism were all vital in 

raising funds for CAA’s education and visual 

arts programs.

N OV E M B E R  1 6 –2 6 ,  2 0 1 2

BACKSTAGE TREASURES… AND MORE! 
ONLINE AUCTION

The 2012 Backstage Treasures… And More! online auction raised 

more than $26,000 for CAA’s arts education programs. The 

auction featured dazzling jewelry, unique get-a-ways, celebrity 

encounters, and much more. 

A P R I L  1 3 ,  2 0 1 3

DANCING FOR THE STARS

The 7th annual Dancing for the Stars competition continued to raise 

awareness and funds for CAA’s Overture Awards. The 2013 event, 

held in the Music Hall Ballroom, was attended by more than 750 

enthusiastic guests and raised more than $75,000. Inspired by the 

hit ABC-TV show Dancing with the Stars, the fundraiser featured 

eight Cincinnati celebrities paired with some of the area’s fi nest 

professional dancers in a competition program, where the audience 

and judges choose their favorite celebrity dancer. The stars in-

cluded: Sherry Gruden (Community Volunteer & wife of Cincinnati 

Bengals Off ensive Coordinator, Jay Gruden), Bob Herzog (Anchor, 

Local 12 WKRC), Robert Killins (Program Director, The Greater 

Cincinnati Foundation), Hengameh Nassef (Administrator, Cincin-

nati Neurological and Spine), Dr. Dora Savani, MD (Infectious 

Disease Specialist, St. Elizabeth Physicians), Amy Scalia (Publisher, 

Cincy Chic), Chris Seelbach (Cincinnati City Councilman), and 

Mike Selker (Chief Financial Offi  cer, LaRosa’s). Chris Seelbach was 

crowned the champion of Dancing for the Stars 2013. 

M AY  1 8 ,  2 0 1 3

EXHIBITIONISM 3

This underground party and lingerie fashion show raised $13,500 

for the Weston Art Gallery’s annual programming. More than 400 

guests were invited to “get down underground” at the Aronoff  

Center’s rarely-experienced 

underbelly for an unforgettable 

evening of art, music, dancing, 

performance, cool cocktails, and 

savory cuisine. At the wildly 

popular Epicurious Exhibitionism 

food competition (held as part 

of Exhibitionism 3), Cincinnati’s 

fi nest chefs and mixologists let 

loose their inhibitions and ex-

pressed themselves with culinary 

feats beyond the imagination to 

embody the word exhibitionism. 

Defi ned as showing off  one’s 

talents or skills in an impressive 

and sometimes eccentric way, 

these hip, exhibitionist chefs 

competed for the titles of Most Daring Dish, Most Daring Dessert, 

and Most Daring Drink as they presented ostentatious, fl ashy, 

outlandish, entertaining, daring, and dazzling entries that defi ed 

artistic and technical conventions while tickling the appreciative 

guests’ taste buds.

DEVELOPMENT
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ARONOFF CENTER 

AS THE 2012–2013 SEASON BEGAN, the 

Fifth Third Bank Broadway in Cincinnati staff  

moved from their Mercantile Center loca-

tion into reconfi gured offi  ce spaces in the 

Aronoff  Center and integrated their ticketing 

operation into Cincinnati Arts Association’s 

ticketing services. This successful, combined 

operation resulted in improved service to pa-

trons, more effi  cient and streamlined opera-

tions, and cost savings for both organizations.

Broadway in Cincinnati’s popular season 

included two shows about legendary record-

ing artists: the much-anticipated return of 

the Tony® Award-winning, musical bio of the 

Four Seasons, Jersey Boys, and Million Dollar 

Quartet (an amazing real-life jam session 

between Johnny Cash, Carl Perkins, Jerry Lee 

Lewis, and Elvis). Rounding out the season 

were the dazzling and hilarious antics of Blue 

Man Group; singing and sequined nuns in 

Sister Act: The Musical; Cathy Rigby’s awe-

inspiring fl ying in Peter Pan; and the astonish-

ing theatricality, puppetry, and emotionality 

of War Horse.

The Cincinnati Ballet produced another 

thrilling season of classic and contemporary 

dance. During the holidays, thousands of 

adults and children were enthralled by the 

second year of the Ballet’s newest edition 

of Frisch’s Presents The Nutcracker. This was 

followed by the tragically romantic Romeo & 

Juliet, and a beautiful and moving The Prodigal 

Son. The Ballet season ended with Frampton 

& Cincinnati Ballet Live!, a brilliant merging 

of contemporary music and dance, in which 

famous guitar rocker Peter Frampton per-

formed live with the Ballet’s energized and 

athletic dancers. 

Other local arts groups provided excellent 

performances at our smaller theater spaces: 

the Jarson-Kaplan Theater and Fifth Third 

Bank Theater. The Cincinnati Playwrights 

Initiative had another successful season, 

the Cincinnati Music Theatre’s 50th 

Anniversary Season included Broadway 

classics Company and Sunset Boulevard, and 

the New Edgecliff  Theatre off ered a holiday 

double-bill of The Santaland Diaries and The 

12 Dates of Christmas. Contemporary Dance 

Theater celebrated their 40th Anniversary 

Season with sold-out performances 

by acclaimed modern dance company, 

Pilobolus. Exhilarating dance off erings were 

also presented by resident companies De 

La Dance Company, Exhale Dance, and 

MamLuft&Co. Dance. 

MUSIC HALL 

IT WAS ANOTHER ACTIVE and vibrant 

season at Music Hall, as the venue played 

host to numerous graduations, proms, and 

special events. The Friendly Sons of St. Pat-

rick returned to the Ballroom for their annual 

celebration, and American Financial Group’s 

Christmas Party honored the annual holiday 

tradition established by the late Carl Lindner, 

this year featuring country-music superstar 

Tim McGraw. 

Music Hall resident company highlights 

included the Cincinnati Ballet’s Alice in Won-

derland, the Cincinnati Opera’s Aida, and the 

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra’s spectacu-

lar “LumenoCity” event in Washington Park, 

which celebrated the arrival of Louis Langrée 

as the next CSO Music Director. There was 

also celebration from the May Festival, which 

announced the extension of James Conlon’s 

tenure as its Music Director through 2016 

(his 34 years at the Festival exceeds the 

31-year tenure of the Festival’s founder, 

Theodore Thomas).

Bridging the past with the present, the 

Society for the Preservation of Music Hall 

actively expanded its tour program and 

sponsored special projects to conserve 

unique pieces of Music Hall’s history, such 

as the ornate original panels of the Hall’s 

majestic pipe organ. On a lighter note, a local 

hobbyist’s 1⁄50- scale LEGO® model of Music 

Hall was on display in August, delighting 

thousands of visitors, young and old.

The Music Hall Revitalization Company 

(MHRC), under the leadership of Otto M. 

Budig, Jr., continued to chart the course for 

the future of Cincinnati’s popular and historic 

entertainment jewel. MHRC successfully 

negotiated a long-term lease agreement 

with the City of Cincinnati and partnered 

with the Cincinnati Center City Development 

Corporation (3CDC) to serve as the project’s 

manager. Current projections anticipate 

renovations beginning in 2016.

RESIDENT COMPANIES

We are proud to support the work of 

our acclaimed resident arts groups. 

Season after season, these world-class 

companies produce and present hun-

dreds of remarkable performances 

which entertain and inspire audiences 

at the Aronoff Center and Music 

Hall. They remind us why the arts are 

essential to our lives and to the vitality 

of our region.

OPERATIONS

CAA AMBASSADORS

More than 1,000 volunteers play an integral 

role at the Aronoff Center and Music Hall, pro-

viding patrons friendly, first-rate service. Our 

volunteers assist in assuring the safety of our 

audiences, educating visitors about our unique 

venues, and promoting Cincinnati’s vibrant arts 

scene. These arts ambassadors contributed 

more than 65,000 hours of service, providing 

invaluable support to our venues and patrons.
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The Cincinnati Arts Association 

recognizes and thanks the follow-

ing individuals, corporations, and 

foundations for their generous 

support. This list includes all gifts 

received as of August 31, 2013.

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

CHAIRMAN (Gifts of $5,000 and above)

Ms. Sara Procter Carruthers 

The Otto M. Budig 

 Family Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Rahe

Dudley and Tina Taft 

Craig and Norma Tyree

Anonymous 

1878 SOCIETY
(Gifts of $2,500–$4,999)

Stan Aronoff  

James Howland and 

 Lois Davenport Madden 

Whitney and Phillip Long

Tim and Peg Mathile

DIRECTOR (Gifts of $1,000–$2,499)

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ahlers

Ms. Carol M. Beyersdorfer

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon B. Bonfi eld

Donna and Pat Carruthers

Kelly Charlton and Oliver Benes

Carl Coco Jr.

Rob and Trudy Craig

Judy L. Cunningham

Darin Dugan

Everingham Family Fund*

Mr. H. Wayne Ferguson

Mr. Dennis P. Hackett

Cliff  Hall

George L. and 

 Anne P. Heldman Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kiley

Michael and Wanda Kinzie

John and Susie Lame

Mr. and Mrs. 

 Stephen S. Lazarus

Steve and Ginger Loftin

Mr. and Mrs. Craig F. Maier

Edward and Anita Marks

Ms. Kathy O’Brien

John Perentesis

Mr. and Mrs. 

 Donald C. Siekmann

James and Susan Troutt

Michael and 

 Ann Marie Vanderburgh

Debie and Joe Warkany

Julie Woffi  ngton

Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Wood

Anonymous

FOUNDER (Gifts of $500–$999)

Mrs. Virginia Brezinski

George Brown Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Butler

Randy Chandler

Jackie Cliff ord

Judy and Chris Dalambakis

Shawna Dam

Dr. and Mrs. Alex M. Della Bella

Mr. and Mrs. John Doviak

Emilie W. and David W.

 Dressler Family *

Janet Fette

Donna Freeman

Robert Fregolle

Janet Frew

Shirley Gallagher 

 and Stanley Smith

William and Gina Garnett

Mr. David and Pamela Ginsburg

Jeff rey Gross

Mr. and Mrs. Ian Guttman

Ms. Maryellyn R. Haff ner

Tammie Harrison

Raymond Helton

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hirschhorn

Paulette Homer

Ms. Laurie F. Johnston

Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Jolson

The Marvin P. Kolodzik 

 Charitable Fund

Mr. Kevin Kopp

Mona Kreimer

Dr. and Mrs. 

 Michael Leadbetter

David and Karen Lefton

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Link

Sherie and Leonard Marek

Mr. and Mrs. Ward F. Maresca

John and Kathy McGee

Ms. Lynne Meyers 

 Gordon, M.F.A.

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Moccia

Mrs. Marjorie Motch

Mr. Joseph A. and 

 Susan E. Pichler

Mr. C. Michael Powers 

 and Kathryn Muldowney

Holly Ragusa

Bob and Karen Ripp

Nelson Rosario

Robert and Carol Scallan

Steve and Debbie Sutermeister

Dr. Michael Thomas

Mrs. Alice F. Weston

Michael Wilson

Ward and JoAnn Withrow

Anonymous (2)

PATRON (Gifts of $250–$499) 

Mr. Anatole Alper

Renee Alper

Marianna B. Bettman

Ms. Paula Bookmyer

David Bugg

Stephanie Busam

Glenn Carlson

Vivienne Carlson

Kimberly Choo

Ms. Norma L. Clark

Robin Cotton & Cindi Fitton

Ms. Nancy Crace

Michael Davis

Mr. J. Stephen Dobbins

Thomas and Kimberly Doty

Patricia and Timothy Doyle

Judy Duffi  e

Dr. and Mrs. Robin Estes

Mrs. Myrna Ethridge 

Mary Pat Findley

Bonnie and Michael Fishel

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Forney

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Frantz

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Gettler

Ms. Kathy Gick

Joselyn C. Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Len Haussler

Chris Heekin

Lucinda T. and 

 Thomas D. Heekin

William Hesch

Theresa Holstein

Ann and Thomas Jabs

Stephen and Janet Jackson

Donald King

Scott Kooken 

 and Lauren Doolittle

Amy and Scott Litwin

Lachelle Lowe

Michael Lykins

Ms. Trudy Macdonald

Mr. and Mrs. Millard Mack

Mr. Richard S. Mayer

Deana Medley

Joe and Cathy Mellen

Jill P. Meyer and Awadagin Pratt

Judith Olvey

Kathy and Don O’Meara

Ms. Sue Ann Painter

Jackie Prichard

Ms. Donna Riddle

Jennifer and John Ridge

Donna and Robert Riley

Joseph and Amy Rippe

Barbara Scull 

Robin and Matthew Sheakley

David and Diane Sherrard

Mr. Larry Spears

James A. and Terrill L. Stewart

Joe Stickrod

Ms. Nancy L. Wade

Abby and Herb Weiss

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wespiser

Ms. Barbara Wiedemann

Mr. and Mrs. 

 Daniel M. Witten, II

Michelle Wright

CAA SPONSORS
 
Ameritas Life 

 Insurance Corporation

Cadillac Dealer 

 Local Marketing Group

Fifth Third Bank

Furniture Fair

Local 12WKRC-TV

Procter & Gamble*

SUPPORT
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EDUCATION

Charles H. Dater 

 Foundation, Inc.

Citi

Coldwell Banker West Shell

Frisch’s Restaurants

Guardian Savings Bank FSB

The H.B., E.W. and F.R. Luther

 Charitable Trust, Fifth Third

 Bank and Narley L. Haley,

 Co-Trustees

The John A. Schroth 

 Family Charitable Trust

The Kroger Company

Lenox Wealth Management

The Louise Taft 

 Semple Foundation

Ohio Arts Council

Procter & Gamble

ProLiance Energy

Toyota

Union Savings Bank

Anonymous

THE OVERTURE AWARDS

Arthur Murray–Cincinnati

Buddy Rogers Music

Doreen Beatrice

Bonita Brockert

Carey Digital

Cincinnati Ballroom

Citi

Dare to Dance

Eleanora C.U. Alms Trust, 

 Fifth Third Bank Trustee

Fort Washington 

 Investment Advisors

The Otto M. Budig 

 Family Foundation

Pebble Creek Group

Step n Out Studio

Stock Yards Bank & Trust

St. Ursula Academy

Summerfair Cincinnati

The University of Cincinnati –

 Blue Ash College

Western & Southern Financial

The William O. Purdy Jr. 

 Foundation

Xavier University

CAA PRESENTING

21c Museum Hotel Cincinnati

The Berry Company

The Cincinnati Herald

CityBeat

Coldwell Banker West Shell

Express Cincinnati

Heidelberg Distributing 

 Company

Hilton Cincinnati 

 Netherland Plaza

Jeff  Ruby’s Steakhouse

Jimmy G’s

Macy’s

Millennium Hotel, 

 a preferred hotel of CAA

Philip Bortz Jewelers

Skyline Chili

Trattoria Roma

Ultimate Air Shuttle, 

 preferred air carrier of CAA

Wells Fargo Insurance Services 

USA, Inc.

WESTON ART GALLERY

Accent on Cincinnati – 

 Joe Rigotti

The Alpaugh Family Foundation

ArtsWave

b+p+t Communication 

 Solutions

Scott Bruno, b graphic design

Covent Garden Florist

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

Four Entertainment 

 Group – Igby’s

Susan and William Friedlander

Elliott Giles

Goodwin Lighting Services

Mark Heidrich 

Joyce and Roger L. Howe

Iacono Productions

Knickers

Knickers XY

The LaBoiteaux 

 Family Foundation*

The Ladislas and Vilma Segoe

 Family Foundation 

John and Susie Lame

Whitney and Phillip Long

Jackie and Mitch Meyers

Barbara and Gates Moss

Lennell and Pamela 

 Rhodes Myricks

National Endowment 

 for the Arts

New View Model

 Management 

The NLT Foundation 

Ohio Arts Council

The Otto M. Budig

 Family  Foundation

Judge Mark and 

 Sue Ann Painter

Tom Schiff /

 FotoFocus

Robin and Murray

 Sinclaire/Ross

 Sinclaire &

 Associates, LLC

Dee and 

 Tom Stegman

Elizabeth A. Stone

Sara M. and 

 Michelle Vance Waddell

The Vista Foundation

Vanessa and Rick Wayne

Richard Weiland 

Alice F. Weston

Whole Foods Market

Xpedx

CAA PREFERRED IN-KIND

Frontgate

Jeff  Thomas Catering

Palomino Restaurant and Bar

Rapid Delivery

Whole Foods Market

CORPORATE MEMBERS

CORPORATE FOUNDER 
(Gifts of $5,000 and above)

The Berry Company

Pepsi-Cola

Water Tower Fine Wines

CORPORATE PATRON 
(Gifts of $2,500–$4,999)

Blank Rome LLP

The Castellini Foundation

Cincinnati Bell, Inc.

Decosimo & Co., CPAs

Frost Brown Todd LLC 

Horan Associates, Inc. /

 Horan Securities, Inc.

O’Dell Capital Management

ProSource

CORPORATE BENEFACTOR
(Gifts of $1,500–$2,499)

EY

Joseph Auto Group

Towne Properties

CORPORATE FRIEND 

(Gifts of $1,000–$1,499)

AlphaMark Advisors LLC

Barnes Dennig 

Berman Printing

Cincinnati Financial Corporation

Duke Realty

GBBN Architects

Keating, Muething & Klekamp

Messer Construction Co.

North American Properties

Prestige AV & Creative Services

Our thanks also to our 
Associate Level Members.

* Denotes a fund of the 

Greater Cincinnati Foundation

† Deceased

We have made every eff ort to be as 

accurate as possible in compiling our 

list of donors. If your name has been 

incorrectly listed or omitted, please 

contact the Development Department 

at (513) 977-4135. Please accept our 

apologies for any errors.

To send light into the darkness of men’s hearts — 
such is the duty of the artist. Schumann
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TRUSTEES

BOARD OFFICERS

Dudley S. Taft 
Chairman

Maribeth S. Rahe 
Vice-Chair

Otto M. Budig, Jr. 
Treasurer

Edward G. Marks 
Secretary

Richard L. Kiley 
Special Vice President

Stephen A. Loftin 
President and Executive Director

Tina Loeb Carroll 
Vice President, Finance

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Carol M. Beyersdorfer 

Robert B. Craig

J. Stephen Dobbins 

Brenda J. Fleissner

David H. Lefton

Phillip C. Long

Craig F. Maier

Jill P. Meyer

Cheryl A. Sieve 

Steven R. Sutermeister 

Michael Vanderburgh

Kathy Wade 

Julie Woffi  ngton 

EMERITUS

Thomas D. Heekin 

William J. Keating 

Donald C. Siekmann

EX-OFFICIO

Mayor Mark Mallory

FINANCIALS

Current as of August 31, 2013

CINCINNATI ARTS ASSOCIATION
OPERATING FINANCIAL STATISTICS
Year Ended August 31, 2013

INCOME

Rental income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,687,391

Stagehand and other reimbursements . . . . . . . . . 3,355,977

Concessions and commissions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,075,616

Ticket sales  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 397,924

Box offi  ce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,985,646

Contributions and endowment earnings  . . . . . . . 1,618,506

Other income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63,184

Total income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,184,244

EXPENSES

Operational payroll  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,835,826

Administrative payroll. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,319,518

Stagehands  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,924,628

Building related. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,310,486

Administrative  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 514,624

Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 357,054

Weston Art Gallery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289,529

Presenting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 347,204

Other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,136,839

Total expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,035,708

Net revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$148,536

BY THE NUMBERS

ATTENDANCE

Aronoff  Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318,554 

Music Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247,085

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 565,639

EVENTS

Aronoff  Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 494

Music Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 394 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888

24%
Rental income

1%
Other income

14%
Contributions and

endowment earnings

18%
Box office

3%
Ticket sales

10%
Concessions and

commissions

30%
Stagehand and other 
reimbursements

INCOME

10%
Other3%

Presenting

3%
Weston Art Gallery

3%
Education

5%
Administrative

12%
Building related

26%
Stagehands

12%
Administrative
payroll

26%
Operational payroll

EXPENSES
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ADMINISTRATION 

Stephen A. Loftin 
President & Executive Director 

Brenda A. Jones 
Executive Assistant

HUMAN RESOURCES & 
OFFICE SUPPORT

Brenda A. Carter 
Director of Human Resources 

Kathleen Webber 
Human Resources Assistant

Carol Ruff  
Front Desk Coordinator 

FINANCE & 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Tina Loeb Carroll 
Vice President, Finance

Dwayne K. Cole 
Financial Accountant

Joan Geist 
Accountant

Tina S. Dwyer 
Accounting Associate

Thomas J. Huber 
Information Technology Manager

Brian N. Geisler 
Information Technology 

Support Technician

DEVELOPMENT

Deborah A. Morgan 
Director of Development

Kevin A. Dooley 
Development Manager

Jacob Bajwa 
Membership Services Manager

Lauren E. Moore 
Development Administrative Assistant 

& Project Coordinator

EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS

Stephen D. Finn 
Director of Education & 

Community Relations

Kathleen Riemenschneider
Assistant Director of Education & 

Community Relations

Shellie N. Crutcher 
Education Customer Service Assistant 

MARKETING AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Van Ackerman 
Director of Marketing & 

Public Relations

Curtis L. Trefz 
Graphic Design/Marketing Manager 

Max Larson
Digital Marketing Manager

WESTON ART GALLERY 

Dennis Harrington
Director

Kelly E. O’Donnell 
Assistant Director

Allen Smith 
Gallery Assistant

Sylbester K. Yeo 
Gallery Assistant

TICKETING SERVICES 

John J. Harig 
Director of Ticketing Services

Tammy E. Gentile 
Assistant Director of Ticketing Services

David Brooks 
Ticketing Services Manager

Benjamin E. Vetter 
Ticketing System Manager

Rhonda R. Scarborough 
Ticketing System Assistant Manager

Teresa M. Myers 
Operations Manager—Broadway

Megan E. Neumann 
Ticketing Services Manager—

Broadway 

Lee A. Leaseburge 
Ticketing Services Show Manager

Amy L. Weinstock 
Ticketing Services Show Manager

Melissa Lyons 
Ticketing Services Assistant

Carolyn J. Weithofer 
Ticketing Services Supervisor 

OPERATIONS 

Aronoff Center 

Todd J. Duesing 
Director of Operations

Claudia E. Cahill 
Concessions & Hospitality Manager

Meghan Kaskoun 
Volunteer Manager

Karen M. Koch 
Rentals Manager

Candace LoFrumento 
Event Manager

Jennifer Sanders 
Event Manager

Bethany Troendly 
Administrative Assistant

Robert J. Haas 
Technical Director

Thomas E. Dignan, Jr. 
Audio Engineer

Thomas E. Lane 
Master Electrician

Steven J. Schofi eld
Production Technician

Terrence P. Sheridan 
Head Carpenter

Bryan C. Fisher 
Building Engineer

Joseph E. Miller 
Maintenance Technician

Craig S. Olis
General Building Engineer

Lucy A. Knight 
Facility Services Manager

James Cottingham 
Security Associate

Eleanor Harris 
Security Associate

Michael S. Montegna 
Security Associate

Joseph May 
Lead Custodian 

Brian A. Carter
Custodian 

Cedric E. Coston 
Custodian

Dwight E. Gates 
Custodian

Mary Stephens 
Custodian

Andre W. Underwood 
Custodian

Music Hall

Scott M. Santangelo
Director of Operations

Cindi C. Burton
Event Manager

Helen T. Kidney
Rentals Manager

Vito J. Ranieri, Jr.
Concessions & Hospitality Manager

Sarita D. Ciers
Administrative Assistant

Edward J. Vignale, Jr. 
Facility Engineer 

Thomas G. Kidney 
Technical Director

Paul D. Staff ord 
House Electrician 

Dolores J. Roempp 
Custodial Services Manager

Delores D. Burton 
Lead Custodian

Larry Brown 
Custodian

Tressa F. Dalton   
Custodian

Blair M. Hardy   
Custodian

Anthony D. Neil
Custodian

Linda Young   
Custodian

STAFF

Current as of December 1, 2013

As the sun colors flowers, so does 

art color life. John Lubbock
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