SYMBIOTIC BALANCE
Light Projections by Kathryn Kuntz
March 15 – June 2, 2013
The French philosopher and sociologist Pierre Bourdieu suggested that art has become intimidating to anyone who doesn’t study it. I believe my work allows people to be exposed to things they don’t need to understand in a specific way, they just need to look and reflect. For me, art has allowed a specific perspective through which to understand the world. I think about the relationships created within and outside of the work I make. There is a relationship between the shapes within a composition, between the colors of paint, but most importantly there is a relationship between the work and the viewer.

I am fascinated with the psychology of color and have investigated many different aspects of color and light. Color, as it is studied in psychology, is simplified, yet in visual art, it is exceedingly complex. This discrepancy represents a lack of common language. The research that most interested me was of rooms painted a solid color, or colored light in an environment—both of which either proved to agitate or calm the subjects within that environment. In contrast, my work looks at simple visual observations pertaining to color. Throughout art history many artists, notably Josef Albers in Interaction of Color, made similar observations. My work further explores the interaction and reaction between colors both as a powerful visual phenomenon, and as a metaphor for the interaction and reaction we experience in life. Using Albers’s work as a reference, my investigations look at color through light as well as the symbiotic relationship of complementary colors.
 

Color, whether through pigment or light is a potent visual stimulant that can encourage momentary and lasting reflection. Focusing on specific relationships such as those between light and pigment, complementary colors, and positive and negative shapes, creates the opportunity to concertedly investigate the human experience.
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