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The public debate rages and we are bombarded with sound bites positing theories of how to regain what we have lost in the last thirty years. If we stop to contemplate our surroundings, physical actuality confirms that America has changed profoundly and that our collective idea of who we are and the standing of where we live has changed more than we might want to acknowledge.

My roots as a filmmaker working in traditional forms is inevitably present in this installation. In some ways, I consider this piece to be a documentary film exploded into its component elements. Working with multiple screens in this gallery environment allows the spatial structuring of imagery and of the viewer’s experience. These possibilities are new to me and have enabled me to present familiar imagery and verbal rhetoric in a mode which facilitates a fresh consideration of the state of things.
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Included in this exhibit is an interview with Joe Enderle, the owner-operator of a machine shop in the Northside neighborhood of Cincinnati that was conducted in early September of 2001. Joe died suddenly, not too long after the filming.

Joe’s brother, Bob Enderle, has been extremely supportive of this project and has provided the American Pacemaker lathe that is part of this exhibit. It was made in the 1940s by the American Tool Works Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, and is the actual lathe that appears just behind Joe in the interview.
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